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perience and of great zeal for the Protestant cause,
but of neither sufficient reputation nor rank to com-
mand the ready and cheerful obedience of his sub-
ordinates. The Swiss, when they found the King
of France in person opposed to them, refused to
fight, and gladly accepted Henry Ill's offer to pay
them 400,000 ducats to go home. The confederates
reached the Loire. Instead of being met by a Pro-
testant army they found the towns and bridges occu-
pied by the King. The Guises were advancing in
their rear; and at Auneau surprised the Germans in
their quarters and inflicted on them a loss of 2,000
men. After this slaughter and the desertion of the
Swiss, the whole Protestant army barely amounted
to 12,000, They were without any definite plan of
operations, the season was late and inclement, the
soldiers were exhausted by fatigue and disease,
the line of march was marked by abandoned waggons,
by the corpses of men who had fallen out of the
ranks from sickness or fatigue and had been piti-
lessly slaughtered by the peasantry in retaliation for
their rapine and cruelty. One woman boasted that
she had with her knife cut the throats of seventeen
of these accursed heretics, who had crept into a barn
for a little shelter before they died. The Germans
followed the course of the Loire till they saw before
them the high mountains in which it rises. On the
other side of the hills was a friendly district and
towns garrisoned by .their allies. Chitillon, the
eldest son of the Admiral, who accompanied the
invaders with a body of French refugees, undertook
to clear the passes and lead the army into Languedoc